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Mirabelka by Cezary Harasimowicz, with illustrations by Marta Kurczewska, is
a luminous tale of memory, survival, and renewal. Told through the voices of
mirabelle plum trees rooted in Warsaw’s Murandéw district, the novel carries
readers across generations — from the vibrant prewar Jewish community,
through the devastation of the Holocaust, to the postwar years and beyond.

The trees witness, endure, and remember: their roots clutching at the earth where
history unfolded, their leaves rustling with messages carried from chestnuts and
lindens across the city. They confide in children, preserve the voices of the
departed, and remind us that life, like the seed of a plum, carries within it the
strength to be reborn.

Blending history with myth, and everyday life with the timeless rhythm of nature,
Mirabelka 1s at once a story of Warsaw and of the universal struggle against
forgetting. Through its pages, Harasimowicz evokes the persistence of memory,
the wounds of intolerance, and the quiet resilience that allows both people and
trees to bloom in the future.

Its themes of displacement, loss, resilience, and the preservation of memory
resonate in the current Ukrainian context, where Russian war against Ukraine
threatens lives, homes, and identities.

For me, as a Ukrainian translator, the book’s voice feels both urgent and
necessary. I would be honored to bring Mirabelka into Ukrainian, ensuring that
its lessons of remembrance and renewal continue to speak to those whose lives
must endure and grow again.

YpuBok i3 nosicti «Mipadeabka» Ilesapu I'apacumoBuua B mnepekJiani
Maptu I'ocoBCcbKOL

A npoxunarocst HaBecH1. COKM 3aBUPYBAIM Y MOEMY CTOBOYPI Ta rjIOYKax.



A 36anpopina, — Bxke i 3a0yna, mo Wae BiiHa. Hy 1mio ik, sk BiifHa, TO BiliHA.
Tpebda KOCh )KUTH, BUTPIBATU TULISA HA COHIII 1 POAUTH IUTOAU. AJie 10 11e? SKich
yyxuHIl Ha HaneBkax! OnHi B cipux MyHAHpax, 1HII — B TEMHO-3€JCHUX, Y
YyJHUX TOJOBHMX YyOOpax, Hade MEpPEeBEpHYTI JOTOPH JPUTOM Ka3aHKU. 3
Cacpkoro caay BIATOHWUTH YMMCh HE AyKe pueMHHM. Ara, MaOyTh, Kamran
nepeKasye 3BICTKY.

— Ile oxymnanTt, — Biqunutyio KamtanoBe mociaHHs.
— Oxkymnant? — mnuratocs 3amaxom. Ille cmaGenbkum, 00 TUTBKH-HO
MIPOKUHYJIACS.

3a MUTH MU 0OMiHsITUCS 1HQOpMaltiero. OOMIH 3ByUUTh MPUOJIM3HO TaK:

— OKyMmaHT — II€ YyKUHEIb, IKUH TeTep MOPSAKY€E B HAIIIOMY MICTi.
— V¥V 1inoMy Hamomy micti?

— B ycenbkomMy micti, — 3aneBHsie 3anax Kamrany i3 Cacbkoro camgy. —
¥Yce MICcTO OKYIIOBaHe.

— To 1m0 X, 1 MU TeX? — 3aHEMOKOLIacs 1.
— I mu Texx. Mu Bxe He y cebe Bioma.

— Sl 3aBxkau y cebe Bmoma! — oOyprorocs 1. — S y cebe Broma Ha HaneBkax!
S O6yna y cebe Baoma i Oyny y cede Baoma, 1 HIKOMY IIbOTO HE 3MIHUTH!
— Bownu, 111 oKynaHnTu, — Bi€ y BinoBiap Kammran, — BIamTyBaiu TYT BCe
M0-CBOEMY. Y Cl BUBICKH TeNep Ha ixHii MOB1. MatoTh KaB’sipH1, peCTOpaHu
1 TpamBai Jui a1t cebe. A 1ie — XarnarTh JIFJEH MPOCTO Ha BYJIUIIAX.
Take koiTbcsl... S HagIOMITeHU, — HaJCUIa€ MeH1 cMyTHI BicTi KamraH.

MeHni xoudeTbcs TutakaTu. [ TyT 10 MOTO CTOBOYpIISE — 1 10 CTOBOypa MO€i
MaMM HPOCTYIOTh OKYIIAHTH — Ka3aHOK Ha IOJIOBi 1 pylIHMIS yepe3 miuede. Ix
nBoe. [lepeMoBIsAI0THCS, TO3UPAIOTh HA MO1, II[€ HEBEJINUKI, OpyHbKHU. Criepiiry s
HisIK HE BTSIMITIO, TIPO 110 BOHH TaM OeIbKOUyTh. Ta Bike 3a MUTh IPU3BUYAIOIOCH
1 BJIOBJTIOIO JTMBHI CJIOBA, PO3TayIo IO 4Y>KY MOBY.

— Welche Art von Baum? — «Illo s 3a nepeBo», muTae OJUH OKyIaHT.

— Es ist der Apfelbaum. — «SI6nyHbKaY, BiAKa3y€ TOM IpyTHUil.

— S 1001 mokaxy s0myHbKY! — 0O0YpIOIOCH s, @ TULIS 3aTPEMTLIO, XOY
BITEpELb aHl IIEJIECHE.



— Ta Hi, e cnuBKa-mipabdenbka. Maro Taky B ceji, mepea XaTol PocTe, —
Ka)k€ TOH TMEepIINii OKYyTaHT, i TOPKAETHCS MOiX COPOMITMBUX OpPYHBOK.

— OO6mum mene! He winait! Tu — okynant! Tu He Maemnn nmpaBa MmeHe yinaTu!
[ToepTaiicst no cebe B celo 1 vinaii cCBOr0 MipabenbKy!

Ta okymant, 3BU4aiftHO %, MeHe He uye. | gani 6anakae mo-cBOeMy.

— Komnu Bpoauts, npuiiaemo 1 Ha30upaeMo cobi ciuBok. Kommoty cmauHoro
3BapUMO, — KaXke€ BiH, MMOXaJIMBO OOJM3YIOYH TyOM 1 THAOTHO
TUIIMKAFOYH.

— Ara, Bxke! — Bianosinar 1. — HaiTb co01 He aymaii! Tu, okynaHnTte, Moi
CJIIMBKH TI0igaTH He Oyaer!

AX TyT TON HApyruid 4oJIOBIK BAMBISETbCS Mo ToM Oik Bymuumi. Lle [lopka,
tpumatroun Hoama 3a pyky, 3aBeprae 3 OpaHIIMCKAaHCHKOI BYJIMI[: MaJIEHbKUI
Hoam HenmeBHO Tymise CBOIMH JUTSYMMUA HiKKamu. [lopyd Kymbrae,
CHUparyuch Ha MuiIMIlo, XaiMm. [lopka 1 XaiM CHHUHSIOTHCSA 1 HAMOJIOXaHO
JTUBISATHCA Ha OKymnaHTiB. OKyMaHT, TOHM 13 cena, MaHUTh iX MaJIbIIEM, MOBIISB,
ommkye. Tox Jlopka 3 Hoamowm 1 Xaimom miaxoasts. [ mo s 6auy!? V Jopku Ha
pyKaBi TOB’si3Ka 3 SIKOIOCH 3ipkoro. I 115 3ipka TOyHO He 3 Heba 3BayIMIIaCs.
OkynaHT, TOM camui, 13 cena, HaxwiIseTbess 10 Hoama. Jlopka minenie. Xaim,
3/1aBaJIOCs, BCIM TUJIOM MPUIIAJA€ HA MUIKIIO. A 1€l OKYIaHT 3 PYLIHUIIEIO Ha
TJiedl, 1o pa3 y pa3 remae Moro no crerdi, 0epe Hoamka Ha pyku.

— Schones Kind! — kaxke, mo Hoamko Munmii.

OkynanTt xoue nornmaguth Hoamka mo 4opHOMY BOJIOCCHO, ajle TOW APYTUd
BEPEIINTD:

— He uinaii itoro! Mose, y HOro BoItili, Y1 TU!

OKynaHT—CeNIOK 3 OTMJ0I0 BIICMUKYE pyKy 1 onmyckae Hoama Ha 3emumro. Ilo
OJIMCKy B MOro odax sl BIIUUTYIO, IO WOMY TPOXHU MPUKpo. Ta Bpas, 3-mif
Ka3aHKa, BUCTPUIIOE JTIOTUHM TOTIIsA B 01Kk Xaima.

— Wo ist der Stern?! — «/le TBos 3ipka?!» — peBe BiH.

Xaim He BiamoBizae. BiH 11e CHIIBHIIIE ITPUIIaa€ Ha MUJIUITIO, HIOM BPOCTAIOUH
OJIHI€IO HOTOIO B X1IHUK. | TyT — oKymnaHT—cemntok 6’e Xaima no oonuyyro. Xaim
HaMara€eThCsl BTPUMATH PIBHOBAry, ajieé MIJIMIISI BUCIM3A€ 3-T11]] MTaXBH, BIILILA



HOoTra JpwxkuTh. OKymaHT miAcikae Xaima, 1 TOW Majae Ha 3eMJII0. A TOTIM
OKYIIaHTU KOIaroTh Horo. S 6 ix BigirHajna, skOu moria. Ase s He MOXYy. S He
X0Uy Ha 1€ TUBUTHCH.

— Mamo! Yomy Bonu 6’101k Xaima?! Hagimo im mouenmu i 3ipku?! Ilo
KoiThcs, Mamo?!Sl He 3Haw. [ He Xouy 3HATH, JOHIO.
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